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FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROMOTING FINNISH INDUSTRIES and fanned by their personal ambition,

members of the Kolehmainen and Paloheimo families decided to establish a glassworks on a boulderstrewn

moraine ridge west of the town of Riihimäki. New factory building were built one after another,

and the glassworks grew to become Scandinavia’s largest glassworks before the Second World War. A

former peat processing plant – now housing the present-day Finnish Glass Museum – became the lead

crystal factory in the beginning of the 1920s.

Before long, the glassworks’ products took over the market, and there was competition with

the Karhula Glassworks in particular in the sector of cut crystal products. Despite changing economic

trends, the Riihimäki Glassworks thrived, provided work for over a thousand people, and gave Riihimäki its

deserved name of “Crystal City”.

The initial idea that launched glass design in Finland was borrowed from Sweden. The success

and achievements of the Orrefors Glassworks at the Paris World’s Fair of 1925 were outranked in 1928 in

Barcelona, where the Riihimäki Glassworks received the Grand Prix. The fi rebrand Arttu Brummer under

whose direction the leading names of modernist glass design were trained, received support from the

management of the Riihimäki Glassworks for the bold realization of new ideas. Riihimäki glassworks

started a series of glass design competitions, because domestic glass design spelt both respect and

growth for the manufacturer’s public image and commercial success alike.

The output and range of products of the Riihimäki Glassworks was originally so large that there

is hardly any possibility for a complete documentation of all the glass objects that were made. In previous

connections, the Finnish Glass Museum has studied and displayed the achievements of Riihimäki’s three

main designers, Helena Tynell, Nanny Still and Aimo Okkolin in art glass and utility products, presenting their work in published exhibition catalogues . The present book particularly underlines the output of

Erkkitapio Siiroinen and Tamara Aladin, two designers of the glassworks’ later period.

The City of Riihimäki is celebrating its fi ftieth anniversary, and the Riihimäki Glassworks its centenary.

The glassworks operated for 80 years, experiencing both success and setbacks. It gave the city a unique

character, which unfortunately will pass into history and memories over the course of future generations.

It is the Finnish Glass Museum’s important task to cherish the traditions of the Finnish glass industry on a

nationwide basis through its collections and exhibitions.

This exhibition catalogue wishes to mark and note the success of the Riihimäki Glassworks, as

shown by the many parties involved in research and documentation, and the contributors to the catalogue.

It is to them, and to those who designed and constructed the exhibition, that I express our warmest thanks

on behalf of the City of Riihimäki and the Finnish Glass Museum. I particularly wish to mention the H. G.

Paloheimo Company along with the excellent contribution and eff orts of

all other parties involved in this project.
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